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Dear Friends in Christ: 

For several months I have been discussing with the Vestry that I expect to retire from 
St. Brendan’s in about two years.  

Among the concerns in those discussions is that St. Brendan’s is not yet in a financial 
position to recruit a new priest from out of town. Although at one time Juneau had 
several clergy in secular positions nearby, that is no longer the case. St. Brendan’s will 
need to put significant effort into our development in order to meet recruitment goals.  

Our initial efforts need to take place in evangelism and stewardship. You can help by 
inviting your friends and neighbors to visit our services and other events as we begin to 
“open up,” which I expect to take place gradually over the next few months. Let people 
know what a wonderful congregation we have! If you are attending church at home, 
you can also invite friends to “visit” by attending virtual services with you—and don’t 
forget to provide coffee and cookies! 

The Vestry is looking into renting out some of our spaces—the nursery, Adams Hall 
and/or Boesser Hall—in ways that would provide service spaces for the community 
while enabling St. Brendan’s to use the spaces on evenings and weekends. We will also 
continue to rent spaces to youth groups in town for sports and other activities. We hope 
to enrich our budget in these ways. As a congregation we will need to be flexible and 
patient as we pursue these options, but they will enable us to continue our ministries 
and even, perhaps, find new ways to serve. If you are aware of groups needing 
temporary or long-term meeting spaces, please refer them to Dan Hall in care if the 
parish office. 

We are also likely to need to develop fundraiser options to support our budget. In the 
past we have restricted fundraising to specific projects and outreach. Most 
congregations in our day are recognizing that stewardship by members is often not 
sufficient to support staff salaries, building maintenance, utilities and other expenses 
that are part of a church’s basic needs. We will need to be creative if we are to survive 
and thrive in a postmodern world where religious participation is not necessarily a 
societal expectation. 

But let me return to our initial efforts. Your enthusiasm about your congregation is the 
most powerful tool we have to assure St. Brendan’s survival and growth in the years to 
come. Don’t be shy about expressing that enthusiasm and letting people know how 
your faith lifts up your life. People are looking for hope and encouragement. Let people 
know that St. Brendan’s is a place where such things can be found. 

Faithfully, 

Mother Caroline+ 
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Memorial for Vanda 
Randolph 

As many of you know, Vanda Randolph 
passed away in late March at her home 
in Idaho. We will be having a memorial 
service for her on Wednesday, June 
9 at 3 p.m. at Shelter 1 at Sandy 
Beach. We are having the service there 
to enable as many people as would like 
to attend to be present. The outdoor 
space will reduce any threat of COVID 
infection. We do encourage you to wear 
masks.  

Loren, Belinda and other members of 
the family will be present for the 
service. I know they would love to see 
you and would be moved by how many 
of us cared for Vanda. 

Jim Hale and Stephanie McDermott 
will provide music and Dan Hall will 
tape the service. We could use two 
readers for the service, so if any of you 
are available and would like to read, 
please let Mother Caroline know. 
	

 

The Rev. Canon Ginny 
Doctor 

Many of you knew Ginny Doctor 
when she served in Alaska, in 
Tanana and on Diocesan Staff.  

I am sorry to report that Ginny 
died this past week at her home in 
Canada. She was an Indigenous 
Ministry coordinator for the 
Anglican Church in Canada, 
working with the Rt. Rev. Mark 
McDonald.  

Ginny was a spiritual giant who 
gained the awe and respect of all 
who worked with her.  

May she rest in peace and rise in 
glory. 
	

 
Vestry Changes 

We are deeply saddened to lose Stephanie Butler to the State of Washington 
but we know she will love her new woodland home there, and Ferdie and 
Brewster will thrive in Friday Harbor’s woods and seashores.  

We are happy to announce that Jackie Schulz will fill Stephanie’s slot for 
the remainder of the year. Welcome aboard, Jackie! 
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Dear St. Brendan’s Friends, 

I’m off to a new adventure and am moving to Friday Harbor, Washington.  I will be 
closer to my children and my grandson, and the weather will be a little less rainy.  
Before I leave, however, I wanted to express my deep gratitude to the people at St. 
Brendan’s. 

You welcomed me when I was new, inviting me to coffee hour and to lunch, and calling 
me to check in.  You became my family and loved me through the loss of Amy, keeping 
me sane as I learned how to live with the grief.  You also generously shared your time 
and your theological stances with me when I was working on my doctoral project, and I 
learned so much from each of you.  You welcomed my homilies, and many of you called 
or emailed after each homily, knowing I would be nervous about how it went, and 
reassuring me.  In short, you gave me the gift of belonging by reflecting Christ’s love in 
your words and actions.   

The community at St. Brendan’s is an example of the great commandments in action, 
and it is filled with the love of God.  I will miss you, but I am so much richer for having 
had the privilege of sharing in this community. 

I will keep all of you in my prayers, and I hope you will keep me in yours.  I plan to visit 
Juneau periodically, and I’ll make sure that my visits include a Sunday so I can attend 
service at St. Brendan’s.  Please give me a call if you are ever in the Friday Harbor area.  
I have a guest house there, and you’d be most welcome to it! 

Last, my thanks especially to Mother Caroline, who has been an inspiration and a gift of 
the Spirit. 

With love and gratitude,Stephanie B 
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“Nothing But Nets” 

Every 60 seconds, a child dies of malaria, which is easily prevented through the use of 
an insecticide-treated net.  A “net” costs about $10 to purchase, deliver, and educate 
the recipient on its proper use.  Bed nets are a simple, life-saving solution and we can 
help provide them to those in need. 

 
Several years ago, St. Brendan’s adopted “Nothing But Nets” as an outreach for the 
month of June in honor of our children in the St. Brendan’s family.   

“Nothing But Nets” was created by the United Nations Foundation in 2006.  Since then, 
more than $65 million has been raised to help deliver more than 12 million bed nets to 
families in need.  Each bed net is effective for approximately 4 years.  “Nothing But 
Nets” works with the United Nations partners such as UNICEF, the UN Refugees, and 
the World Health Organization to purchase and distribute the bed nets in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.   

 A net can mean the difference between life and death.  Malaria is a disease caused by 
the blood parasite Plasmodium which is transmitted by mosquitos.  Malaria is devastating 
in Africa where it is the leading killer of children.  In fact, there are 10 new cases of 
malaria every second and 90% of all malaria deaths occur in the Sub-Saharan region of 
Africa. 

“Nothing But Nets” is our June Outreach Project.  This month in honor of our youth we 
can help save lives of children in Africa by donating money toward the nets.  Ten dollars 
will buy one net and protect a family of four. 

Thank you for being so generous with this outreach project in the past years. Donations 
can be made to St. Brendan’s.   Please note on your check “Nothing But Nets”.   Thank 
you, thank you!! 

Joyce 
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June Food Drives 
 
We will he having food drives on June 5th  
and June 19th from 10am to 11am to collect  
food for the Southeast Alaska Food Bank. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support of this Outreach! 
 
Take care 
Carla 
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A word on Stewardship from Dee Smith 
When I came through the door of St Brendan’s the first time I was I was not thinking 
about stewardship. In fact, I wasn’t even looking for a church home. Funny how God 
works sometimes. 

I had been given St.Brendan’s as a meeting place for something that did not seem (at 
first glance) related to church at all. Happily it turned out to be the first in a series of 
Amens. 

Long after St.Brendan’s had ceased being a meeting space, I continued to walk 
through those doors. It had quietly and surprisingly become the focus of each week. 
A place to share time and space. Each Sunday became a conjoining of people whose 
common goal was to treat others as we treated ourselves.  

Another surprise, an additional revelation…as the treatment of others became 
paramount so did my treatment of ‘self’ as one of God’s children. 

I began to see the beauty in differences as well as in the comfort of ‘sameness’. 

I also discovered that the words ‘should’ and ‘could’ may seem similar in appearance 
but they come from an entirely different place…should can seem heavy and 
unavoidable where ‘could’ seems buoyant and full of opportunities. 

So come and share your love and uniqueness as a precious flower in God’s glorious 
bouquet . Rejoice in the miracle of ‘could’ as it joins hands with ‘would’ and becomes 
Stewardship. 
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Outreach ~ “Honoring our Youth and Celebrating Milestones” 
 
Over the years, May and June have been kid’s months at St. Brendan’s.  First came 
graduation, along with some changes over the years, and then later, we added in 
Children’s Day which we celebrated in June.   
 
St. Brendan’s is blessed to have a good number of youth and young people in our 
church.  We are proud of all our youth and we look forward to honoring all of them in 
the future.   
 
This year we honored 6 students. Congratulations once again to Abigail and Sam, our 
college graduates; Geri, Keleo, and a youth from JYC, our high school graduates; Alex, 
our middle school graduate; and Ashlynn who moved up to Middle School.  They 
should all receive their cards and gifts from St. Brendan’s this week.  We also 
congratulate all the parents and thank them for their hard work, support, and 
encouragement.  
 
Children’s Day and Nothing But Nets has always gone hand in hand as our June 
Outreach project.  This year we decided to split them up due to Covid.   
 
“Nothing But Nets” will remain our June project.  This project is done in honor of St. 
Brendan’s children and youth.  Your donations saves lives.  Joyce has covered this 
ministry for a number of years.  Please take time to read her separate article on 
“Nothing But Nets” and how this ministry saves lives of children & families.  Thank you 
Joyce for spearheading this lifesaving ministry. 
 
Outreach plans to celebrate “Children’s Day” this year as part of our end of summer 
BBQ picnic in August.  We are hopeful! 
 
When we honor and recognize our youth, we create milestones and add to their 
memories.  Even more important, they know their church family at St. Brendan’s really 
takes an interest in who they are and what they are doing.  You have always done a 
terrific job supporting our youth, no matter their age: in their school activities, their 
projects, and praising them for a job well done. 
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Johnson Youth Center ~ “We’re Making a Difference” 
 
When I think of Children’s Day, I also think of all the boys from JYC and now the girls, 
who have been and are part of our extended church family.  
 
It has been almost a year since JYC became an all girls’ treatment center.  Naturally it 
would be a time of challenge, change, frustration, learning, and patience for all 
involved.  Going from 4-6 boys to 14 girls...big change!  Then you add Covid into the 
picture.   
 
I think we all share admiration for all who work at JYC; volunteers included.  Things 
slowly started to improve and we were finally allowed to do something...our Christmas 
gift bags.  January brought Battle of the Books ice cream bars incentive;  February’s 
Valentine bags, April Easter bags, and a big May Day fruit basket.   
 
Our bags not only provided treats & goodies, but the girls were learning things that 
really mattered.  Their thank you letters expressed it.  There are people who want to 
help and not be judgmental; who encourage and not tear down; who tell them their 
past does not have to be their future; they are thinking of them; and that they have a 
friend in God who will always be there to listen.  They are in our prayers and we care.  
 
These youth, at first, have limited contact to the outside except for the staff and 
teachers.  Each time we as a church family reach out to them, we create milestones and 
good memories during a very difficult time.  We help to make their life a little more 
normal.   
 
They too will remember a church taking interest in them, always being there, and how 
it changed the way they felt about themselves, their future, their faith, and trusting 
others.  
 
Thank you for being the loving church family that makes up St. Brendan’s.  A family 
that cares about all of God’s children; the young and those who are young at heart.   
 
You make a difference. 
Penny 
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More from Outreach ~ “Reaching Out with Food and Love” 
 
“Food and Love”.  “Food and Fellowship”.  I do love those three words used 
together.  They’re right up there with “Prayers and Blessings”; “Love and Prayers” 
and  “Hugs and Prayers”.  I grew up with all of them; either at home or at the Baptist 
Church I attended the first 18 years of my life.  
 
“Food and Love” and “Food and Fellowship” describes the Outreach Committee and 
our St. Brendan’s Family.  Two peas in a pod.  We enjoy food, love to eat, and we value 
the fellowship.  
 
Those words also describe several of our major Outreach ministries: SE Food Bank 
Collections; The Galley, and our Food Pantry.  They all deal with food, fellowship, and 
done out of love. 
 
Pioneers Home and AWARE each enjoyed a chocolate custard sheet cake from Safeway 
for Mother’s Day along with a card.  We thank Teresa for making sure we got cakes just 
like we wanted.  
 
JYC received a large May basket filled with all types of fruit, berries, and trailmix.  Jo 
took time away from school to explain May Day to the girls as they weren’t sure what 
May baskets even were.  Carol did a great job shopping.  After reading their thank you 
letters Dan emailed out, you know the fruit was a big hit, especially all the berries.  
 
Two bags of AWARE donations were dropped off this month.  Donations included kids 
books, coloring books, bath and kitchen towels, full size shampoo, soap, lotions, and 
socks.  
 
I want to thank Ingrid and Carol for shopping, picking up, and delivering cakes, May 
baskets, and donations to the Pioneer Home, AWARE, and JYC this month. 
 
June’s project is “Nothing But Nets”.  Please read Joyce’s article on Nets and how our 
donations can help save lives.  I accidentally dropped the ball last June so this 
important project was never covered.   
 
We’re not sure if we’ll have a Pioneer Home project in June.  However, the men at the 
Pioneers Home will not be forgotten.  They will have their special cake to enjoy on 
Father’s Day.  
 
Glory Hall has been keeping really busy serving up three meals a day.  Their numbers 
have gone up considerably.  We have been wondering what we could do for Father’s 
Day that would be enjoyed the most.  As of now, we’re not sure, but we will do 
something. 
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As we move into the summer, let us continue to make wise choices and stay safe.  As 
always, thank you for your support and prayers to our ministries.  May God continue to 
bless you and your family and St. Brendan’s. 
 
Remember to laugh.  It makes your day much nicer. 
Penny 
 
 

 

Safeway chocolate custard sheet cakes that Ingrid delivered to AWARE & 
Pioneer Home along with cards for Mother’s Day. This was in honor of all 
the women living & working there. 

 

 

 

 

Fruit for JYC’s May Day basket along with the 6 packages of blackberries, 
raspberries, & grapes. Carol dropped off fruit basket to JYC. 
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Notes from the Office 
 

Vestry Agenda 
St. Brendan’s Episcopal Church 

June 10, 2021 - 6:30 p.m. 
Contact any vestry member (see next page) if you have any questions or concerns 

 
Opening Prayer 
Welcome Jackie 
Agenda Approval 
 
Routine Administrative 
May 13 Minutes approval 
Office Manager’s Report 
Treasurer’s Report 
Stewardship/Grants 
 
Old Business 
Building and Grounds (contact for estimates) 
Car charging station 
Website active donation page 
Memory cross progress 
JYC Ministry 
 
New Business 
Expanded rentals 
Caroline’s pending retirement 
Update mitigation plan 
Men’s Group startup 
Social events 
 
Senior Warden’s Report 
 Goal Setting update 
Junior Warden’s Report 
 
Next regular meeting July 8, 2021 
Closing Prayer 
 
 

Loose Offer ing 

1st Sunday of the month: 
Priest-in-Charge 

Discretionary Fund 
2nd Sunday of the month: 

Glory Hall  

3rd Sunday of the month: 
General  Fund 

4th Sunday of the month: 
Vestry Discretionary 

Fund 
5th Sunday of the month: 
Episcopal Rel ief and 

Development Fund 
(ERD) 

Let me know if you would like 
to see minutes or financials 

from this meeting or any 
previous meeting. 

halld@gci.net 
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St. Brendan’s Episcopal Church 
4207 Mendenhall Loop Road 

Juneau, Alaska  99801 
 

Priest-in-Charge:  The Rev. Caroline Malseed 
Cell:  907 957-1148 

Email:  mayflower1950@hotmail.com 
Office hours:  Thursday 3-6:00 pm 

 
Deacon:  The Rev. Michael Grubbs 

Cell:  907 957-5255 
Email:  michaelcgrubbs@gci.net 

 
Office/Building Manager:  Dan Hall 

Cell:  702 374-7475 
Email:  halld@gci.net 

 
Church Information 
Phone: 907 789-5152 

Email:  sbsecretary@acsalaska.net 
 

Associate Clergy 
The Ven. Mark Boesser 

Archdeacon of the Southeast Deanery 
 

Vestry ~ 2021 
(leadership positions, those in bold print, are for 2021 only) 

Senior Warden:  Rob Smith (2020-2022) 
Junior Warden:  Chris Conder (2021-2023) 

Vestry Clerk/Secretary:  Barb Learmonth (2021-2023 
Stephanie Butler (2019-2021) 

Steve Seymour (2019-2021) 
Dee Smith (2020-2022) 

Treasurer:  Lori Seymour (Ex-officio) 


